
SAMPLE AWARD WINNING NOMINATION 

1st Place, K-12 Category, 2013 
Sandra Bryant and Nicole Valiente 

4th Grade Teachers, Redland Elementary, Homestead, FL 
 
Approximate Dates Service Learning Began and Ended:  January 2013 – June 2013 
Approximate number of students involved:  49       Approximate number of hours:   60 

DESCRIPTION:  

Ms. Bryant and Ms. Valiente’s classes of fourth grade students at Redland Elementary School improved 
their reading, writing, and math, gained lifelong character attributes, and learned about global poverty and 
hunger by raising money and purchasing a goat for a family via Heifer International. Their path for 
completing this goal included making and selling nutritious snack bags, tallying donations, illustrating and 
writing about goats, and reading books such as Give a Goat and The Good Garden.  Beatrice’s Goat, by Page 
McBrier, was the foundation for this project.  After reading the book aloud and comparing this young girl’s 
needs to theirs, the students decided to help a family such as Beatrice’s in Uganda or another poor country. 
They learned that just one goat can make a huge difference for one family to overcome hunger and 
poverty, and that the gift of a goat ultimately helps many families because Heifer International asks them 
to pass on the offspring to another family as a “living loan.”  After weeks of collecting supplies and tallying 
their donations on ledger sheets, the students found that not only could they purchase a goat, but even 
had enough for a flock of chickens – just like the students in Give a Goat.  Writing assignments included 
“What Good is a Goat?” and “How to Care for a Goat.”  Redland Elementary is a Title 1 school that is 80% 
Hispanic, and the participating students almost all are low-income and often on the receiving end of gifts 
themselves. However Ms. Bryant and Ms. Valiente ignited a spirit of giving and service in these children 
that will last a lifetime and the students adopted Gandhi’s motto “be the change you wish to see in the 
world.”  

 
 Award Nomination Narrative 

The nomination will be judged based on the quality of evidence you provide for each of the criteria 
below 

Criterion 1: Describe how you integrated the service experience into the academic curriculum/subject 
area (10 points):  
Ms. Bryant and Ms. Valiente’s classes of fourth grade students at Redland Elementary School improved 
their reading, writing, and math, gained lifelong character attributes, and learned about global poverty and 
hunger by raising money and purchasing a goat for a family via Heifer International. Every part of the 
experience was tied to the curriculum – students made and sold nutritious snack bags, tallied donations, 
illustrated and wrote about goats, and read books such as Give a Goat, The Good Garden, and Beatrice’s 
Goat, by Page McBrier, which was the foundation for this project.  Writing assignments included “What 
Good is a Goat?” and “How to Care for a Goat.”  Students had to develop and implement a fundraising 
campaign, they kept ledger sheets to track the funds raised, calculated the costs of purchasing animals 
through Heifer International, and wrote and reflected on the their experiences extensively.  The vocabulary 
used in these books included philanthropy, profit, standard of living, investment, fertilize, income and 
more.  The Good Garden by Katie Smith Milway kept up the momentum of passing on a gift.   
 



 
Criterion 2: Describe the actual meaningful need that was addressed and how a difference was made in 
addressing a South Florida and/or global need and any ongoing change that resulted. (10 points):  
The students learned about Heifer International and their work to end hunger and poverty around the 
world. They learned that just one goat can make a huge difference for one family to overcome hunger and 
poverty, and that the gift of a goat ultimately helps many families because Heifer International asks them 
to pass on the offspring to another family as a “living loan.”  Redland Elementary is a Title 1 school that is 
80% Hispanic, and the participating students almost all are low-income and often on the receiving end of 
gifts themselves. However Ms. Bryant and Ms. Valiente ignited a spirit of giving and service in these 
children that will last a lifetime, and the students adopted Gandhi’s motto “be the change you wish to see 
in the world.” After reading Beatrice’s Goat aloud and comparing this young girl’s needs to theirs, the 
students decided to help a family such as Beatrice’s in Uganda.  After weeks of collecting supplies and 
tallying their donations on ledger sheets, the students found that not only could they purchase a goat, but 
they even had enough for a flock of chickens – just like the students in Give a Goat.  After months of hard 
work the students were able to raise $120 which was enough to purchase a goat.   
 
Criterion 3: Describe the role the students played in the decision-making process including how they 
prepared and implemented the program, and how they became knowledgeable about the needs of their 
community (5 points): 
The students learned about the Heifer International organization and their work to end hunger and poverty 
around the world. They read Give a Goat, written by Jan West Schrock whose father founded Heifers for 
Relief.  The students became so inspired by these books and their research that they jumped on board and 
decided to raise enough funds to donate a goat to a needy family.  But how could a group of students from 
needy homes themselves help raise $120 for a goat? Ms. Bryant and Ms. Valiente could not just ask their 
students to bring in a dollar or two – what would that teach them about giving? The students’ initial 
fundraising plan did not work: They added a link to their class website for Heifer international’s Teacher 
page and named their project “Read to Feed.”  On Heifer International’s website they offer a place for 
people to “join our team,” even if they do not give money. The students decided to use the website to seek 
donations from friends and family. After many weeks of having this page up and running, they had many 
people “join our team” but only raised $10. The $10 was from a very excited young girl who even brought 
in the letter mailed to her from Heifer International, congratulating her on her wish to help end hunger and 
poverty.  Ms. Bryant and Ms. Valiente’s students then came up with an alternative plan. Just like the 
students in Mrs. Rowell’s fifth grade class in the book Give a Goat, they decided to make and sell nutritious 
snacks from donated items.  While some students could not even donate ingredients such as nuts or 
popcorn, they found they could help by making signs, packing plastic zip-lock bags before school, and 
promoting their project to their friends and family.  The nutritious snacks were placed in bags and then 
they asked for $1 donations from students and teachers. It proved to be worthwhile.  The spirit of giving 
was alive and well. The classes had a canister with a picture of a goat on it and students could not wait to 
sell, no ASK for DONATIONS, so that they could give a goat.  
 
Criterion 4: Describe your action plan and the role of your partnership(s), and how you fostered students’ 
willingness to become engaged in finding solutions to the problems they identified (5 points): 
Heifer International was a great partner. The students used Heifer’s website to set up a fundraising page, 
learned about the inspiring history of Heifer, and were able to identify fundraising and project goals with 
Heifer’s assistance. As was described above, using the three books as the foundation for the project, the 
students were introduced to Heifer International, to new vocabulary, and to the concept of paying it 
forward. The students took ownership of the project, and when they ran into fundraising roadblocks, they 
came up with their alternative plan to make and sell nutritious snacks. They refused to let barriers get in 
their way. The partnership included the students in their classes, their families, and Heifer International. 



 
Criterion 5: Describe how you prepared students prior to their service-learning experience (5 points): 
As was mentioned earlier, the teachers used three books, Give a Goat, The Good Garden, and Beatrice’s 
Goat to introduce the work of Heifer International, the idea of paying it forward, and key vocabulary 
related to the project. Students did research independently and completed numerous writing assignments 
about the project. The project became the students’ passion as everyone contributed their expertise. For 
example, one of the students in the class, Alejandro who lives on a farm with goats, was able to share how 
his family takes care of them and what they eat. He brought in a picture and it was placed on their class’ 
website as a visual. Another student came in to school after researching on her own and said, “Did you 
know that a goat is a poor man’s cow?”  Others made pictures of a goat and information noted on them 
about the value in owning a goat. The dedication to this project was exhilarating.      
 
Criterion 6: Describe the reflective process and how students engaged in a reflective learning process (5 
points): The reflective process took place throughout the project, beginning with reading and discussing the 
three books, asking the students to do research on their own, having them complete regular writing 
assignments that connected the project with 4th grade standards, and on-going reflection sessions during 
class that allowed the students to identify and solve problems and take ownership of the project. Examples 
of writing assignments included “What Good is a Goat?” and “How to Care for a Goat.”  Students developed 
and implemented a fundraising campaign, they kept ledger sheets to track the funds raised, calculated the 
costs of purchasing animals through Heifer International. In addition, they reflected on their experiences 
extensively.  They also learned the vocabulary used in these books such as philanthropy, profit, standard of 
living, investment, fertilize, income and more.  Each book helped guide the reflective process, for example, 
The Good Garden by Katie Smith Milway reinforced to the children the importance of passing on what you 
learn or know is right.  Educating people about gardening helped a village in this tremendous book, and 
soon villagers could feed their families.  It was another true story about rising above hunger and poverty.   
 
Criterion 7: Describe how students demonstrated what they learned from the experience include any 
resulting products, advocacy models or policy changes. (5 points): 
The students in Ms. Bryant and Ms. Valiente’s classes at Redland Elementary School, a Title 1 school in deep 
South Dade are mostly from needy homes. The majority of their students receives free or reduced lunch 
and ride the bus to and from school. The school demographics include 80% Hispanic, 16% white, 4% black, 
and 1% Asian. The neighborhood church supplies foods on a monthly basis to many of the families within 
their school.  In addition to those gifts, their students have received free book bags and toys in prior years. 
While their students are usually on the receiving end of gifts, Ms. Bryant and Ms. Valiente wanted their 
students to understand the importance of giving as well and therefore collaborated to create this character 
education, reading, writing, and math service-learning experience for their students. Their Giving a Goat 
program has made their students more compassionate and caring towards others.  They have also become 
aware of global issues such as hunger and poverty. Ms. Bryant and Ms. Valiente are proud to say the spirit 
of giving is alive and well in their young students.  They believe that their students will always remember 
fourth grade as a year where they made a difference in the life of a family – or in the long run, they actually 
helped many families because the goat’s offspring will be passed on to other families. Ms. Bryant has a 
saying displayed in her room, “Be the Change you wish to see in this World.” She and Ms. Valiente are very 
proud that their students are helping to make that change.  


